
 
 
 

 
 
Wow, another year has come and gone. In one way it went really fast, yet so much has happened, it seems like a year 
ago was a long time indeed. First, I want to say that I am very grateful for the passage of time. I know I am not back to 
my full energy level emotionally, but I feel so much better than I did a year ago. Our family has grown and progressed 
much in this past year. As we close in on the second anniversary of Steve’s death (hard to believe, I know), I want to 
share the highlights of our “year of seconds”. 
 
We made it through the holidays last year better than most of us expected, but it was really just going through the 
motions and we were all relieved when they were over. In January, Anneliese returned to the University of Wisconsin, 
Laura returned to Clarks Summit University to finish out her last semester, and Tim started back up an online semester 
at Western Michigan University. Liz and I busied ourselves with winter projects here at home. My big projects were 
repainting all the bathrooms in the house (technically there are five). I will say that by the time spring came, I had done 
them all, with help from Liz and Tim. I learned new skills including how to caulk and make it look nice and even some 
minor plumbing and wiring. When the weather permitted, I moved outside and tore down the old greenhouse, which 
was a little emotional because that was the first “farm” structure Steve ever built for me, but it was ready to go. I also 
tore down the old turkey fence and we made way for some face lifting of outdoor structures. 
 
Our usual spring activities of kidding season and new baby chicks came without any issues. In May, Clarks Summit 
University decided to do an in-person graduation for the 2021 graduates, as well as the 2020 grads. So, both Laura and 
Elizabeth got a real graduation, Liz’s was just a year late. Tim, Liz and I traveled to PA for the ceremony. Anneliese was 
not yet done with her semester at UW, so she was not able to attend. I knew that would be emotional, because more 
than anything Steve wanted to see the girls graduate. All went well, and we managed to get Laura packed up into two 
cars and she and Liz stayed an extra day, while Tim and I headed home with most of her stuff. 
 
After graduation, we took a family trip to Missouri. We saw some very interesting geological formations, clear, blue deep 
springs and an abandoned lead mine. We rented a farmhouse and drove to various Missouri state parks from there. 
Both Laura and Tim had new jobs waiting when we returned. Laura started working at Mezzo Coffee House in Otsego as 
a barista, and Tim started working at United States Gypsum, a paper plant that makes the paper covering for Sheet Rock, 
also in Otsego. Tim worked a maintenance/groundskeeper job for the summer, which he really enjoyed because he was 
outside most of the time. Anneliese went back to WI, and Liz and I began a very busy summer on the farm. I sold four of 
my milking goats and that really helped with streamlining chores and making it easier for fewer people to run things 
around the farm. Liz began to pick up side jobs here and there, and eventually began teaching piano lessons to three 
students. After our heavy farming season was done, she also began working at Mezzo Coffee House as a barista. 
 
Tim and Liz concentrated on one main project over the summer, which was finishing putting up a fence for our male 
goats over on our second piece of property. Steve had started the project just before he got sick, and it sat uncompleted 
for three years. They finally got it done just as fall began. We had a construction company come and re-do our back deck 
and put new siding on the old turkey coop over the summer, so little by little, the farm is getting neater and more 
efficient. 
 
Anneliese began a teaching assistantship position at UW in the fall, and her book, “Malabar Farm” was finally published! 
She received her advance copies on November 24, 2021, and it will be available to everyone on December 14, 2021. Tim 
was half in person, half online the fall semester. The coming spring semester, he will have mostly online classes, but will 
begin a part time internship one day a week at Zoetis in Kalamazoo, MI, which is a veterinary pharmaceutical company. 
That will lead to a full time internship this summer, 2022. 
 
I am so glad to be in the place I am now, not where I was a year ago. Every day gets easier, the future seems brighter, 
and I know I am stronger. I know God has beautiful plans for us all now and in the year to come. We all sincerely wish 
you a Merry Christmas, and pray God will give you strength and hope as we begin yet another new year. 


